IMPORTANT REMINDERS FOR INVESTIGATORS
I would like to take this opportunity to remind those of you in the VA research community about some important yet often forgotten practices.  

(1) Any time that you make a change to an existing animal research protocol you must first obtain the approval of the appropriate IACUC, either VA or UF or both.  The changes cannot be initiated prior to review and approval by the IACUC.  This includes adding or deleting personnel listed as being involved in the protocol.  

(2) Animals involved in research protocols cannot be housed overnight anywhere in the VA outside of the Veterinary Medical Unit (VMU).

(3) Only animals that are covered by IACUC-approved research protocols are allowed to be in lab space within the VAMC.  This applies to all animals, including pets (fish are included among pets). Also covered by this are animals used as breeders.  They must be covered by a protocol just as the breeding activity must be covered.
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