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Hal Linden Helps VA Recruit Volunteers, Recognize Veterans


WASHINGTON, D.C. – Accomplished stage and television actor Hal Linden has teamed up with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to honor hospitalized veterans and promote volunteerism at VA medical centers.


Linden, best known for his role as TV's popular comedic detective "Barney Miller," chairs VA's 2001 National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans campaign, an annual recognition of the men and women who once served in military uniform.  This year it will be marked by community activities around the country Feb. 11-17 at health care centers.


"As a fellow veteran, Hal Linden knows how much it means to hospitalized veterans to feel the strong community support we count on," VA Secretary Anthony J. Principi said.  "We are pleased to have his personal participation in many of these ceremonies, as VA medical centers around the country showcase volunteer opportunities."


Approximately 100,000 volunteers contribute millions of hours a year improving the medical care environment for veterans with their compassion and attention to individual veterans' needs.

Serving as their spokesman during the National Salute, Linden's duties as national chairman will extend beyond the week of February 11, as he has agreed to visit hospitalized veterans throughout the year.

The national focus on events is timed to coincide with Valentine's Day because the sentiments of caring and sharing match the salute's purpose of expressing honor and appreciation to veterans.

- more -
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With the additional support of columnist Ann Landers, newspaper readers, classroom students, scout troops and others annually generate more than a million "Valentines for Veterans," cards and letters to local VA medical centers and nursing homes to express gratitude for veterans' service to their country.

Community and state officials, military and veterans organizations and youth groups often join with the public during the National Salute week to visit patients in VA hospitals, nursing homes, state veterans homes and other facilities.

Members of the public are encouraged to call their local VA health care facilities to participate in activities during the 2001 National Salute to Hospitalized Veterans.  At VA medical centers, they should ask for the voluntary service office, which coordinates the activities.

Linden has also served as national chairman of the March of Dimes for several years.  The actor, singer and musician began his show business career as a clarinet player.  It was as a member of the U.S Army Band that he became involved with Army revues, which helped launch his acting career.

After discharge from the Army, he studied at New York's American Theatre Wing.  He began his first national tour after starring in the Broadway play "Bells Are Ringing" in 1958, one of 18 Broadway plays in which he has appeared.

He also has starred in a number of TV series and specials.  Last fall he was featured in the USA Network movie "The Colony."  He currently is maintaining a heavy schedule of nightclub and concert dates.
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