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The First 100 Days – VA Accomplishments

Under The Administration Of President George W. Bush

WASHINGTON -- The Department of Veterans Affairs has made substantial progress in supporting President Bush’s and Secretary Principi’s priority goals to

· Improve the quality and timeliness of the veterans’ claims processing

· Restructure the veterans health-care system to improve access

· Expand veterans’ access to burial options

Veterans Claims

The President’s FY2002 budget provides a 13 percent increase for the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) that will help address one of the Administration’s top priorities for VA – improving the timeliness and accuracy of claims processing.  That funding commitment will add more than 860 FTE to the VA compensation and pension program to assist with new workload and improve processing accuracy.

At his Senate confirmation hearing in January, Secretary Principi said, 

“President-elect Bush promised a top-to-bottom examination of VA benefits processing.  If I am confirmed, I will commission a broad-based and inclusive task force to conduct that examination.”  

On April 16, Secretary Principi signed the charter establishing the VA Claims Processing Task Force.  The task force, representing the private sector, veterans service organizations and government, will examine a wide range of issues affecting the speedy processing of claims, from medical examinations and information technology, to efforts to shrink the backlog and increase the accuracy of decisions.  The panel’s final report to the secretary is due in approximately 120 days.

Veterans Health Care

The VA Medical Care account budget proposed by the Administration provides a $1 billion increase to support veterans’ health care.  That budget includes funds to implement VA Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services (CARES) program recommendations that will improve the quality and accessibility of health care services for veterans.

- More -
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As part of its quality initiative, the Veterans Health Administration commenced a system-wide self-assessment of its management processes using the Malcolm Baldridge Criteria for Performance Excellence.

Secretary Principi announced the establishment of six new VA Parkinson’s Disease Research Education and Clinical Care Centers in February.  Centers are being established in Houston, Philadelphia, Portland, Ore., Richmond, Va., San Francisco and Los Angeles.

Veterans Burial Options

Secretary Principi has continued and expanded initiatives to increase accessibility of burial options to an aging veterans’ population.  The Administration’s FY 2002 budget proposal funds land acquisitions for new national cemeteries in the Detroit, Pittsburgh, and Sacramento areas; development of a new cemetery near Atlanta; design of a new cemetery in Miami; and columbaria expansion and improvements at the Massachusetts National Cemetery in Bourne, Mass., and the Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent, Wash.

On April 3, Secretary Principi accepted the deed for 775 acres of land donated by the estate of a prominent World War II veteran and Atlanta businessman to be developed as a national cemetery to serve an Atlanta-area population of some 400,000 veterans.  Construction of that cemetery is included in the President’s budget.

Other Accomplishments

Secretary Principi and President Bush endorsed and strongly supported Congressional action that increased the maximum amount of Servicemembers Group Life Insurance from $200,000 to $250,000, effective April 1, 2001.  VA coordinated system and procedural changes to implement the new law and notify servicemembers of the program enhancement.

Secretary Principi approved VetPop2000, the latest actuarial model providing VA’s official estimate of the veteran population and its projection through the year 2029.  The new population model and its projections are more accurate, comprehensive and accessible.  The data will enhance assessments of legislative and program impact, future costs, work load and resource placement.

Secretary Principi opened the new Veterans Enterprise Center in February as part of the VA Small and Disadvantaged Business program.  The center is a one-stop resource for veterans who own or want to start their own businesses.  It offers information about loans, business management programs, online training and procurement opportunities at all levels of government.  The center is a clearing house for information about government small business programs and is associated with the Association of Small Business Development Centers, the Small Business Administration and the Department of Labor.

- More -
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Four new state veterans’ cemeteries built with $16.2 million in VA grant funds will open in late May and early June (for Memorial Day) – May 21, Agawam, Mass., state cemetery, $6.8 million VA grant; May 28, Miles City, Mt., state cemetery, $1.5 million VA grant; May 28, Augusta, Maine, state cemetery, $4.8 VA grant; and June 10, Beaver Brook, Wis., state cemetery, $3.1 million VA grant.  The VA State Cemetery Grant Program , a 100-percent grant program established to complement the VA system of national cemeteries, assists states in establishing, expanding or improving state veterans’ cemeteries in areas not served by a national cemetery.
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