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New Web Site Provides Research Information for Gulf War Veterans 

WASHINGTON -- Gulf War veterans and their families now have easy access to Gulf War-related medical research information on an Internet site called Medsearch (http://www.GulfLINK.osd.mil/medsearch).  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Department of Defense and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) have combined their resources to create this one-stop shop of research information relating to the illnesses of some Gulf War veterans.  

"VA is committed not only to continue its research efforts, but also to share that information with the veterans most affected," said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi.   

Principi noted that while no definitive causes for the unexplained symptoms experienced by some veterans have been identified, more than $213 million has gone into federal research.  Over 40 percent of this research is still ongoing, not only in search of the causes of illnesses, but also to find more effective treatments. 

The new Web site was developed with veterans and researchers to ensure that Medsearch is user-friendly.  Developers designed the Web site to serve the needs of both the lay person and the researcher.  The site is indexed with plain language headings, such as "Pesticides" and "Depleted Uranium."  Scientists who want more specific data can find it on Medsearch, too. 

"This Web site, a cooperative effort in support of Gulf War veterans and their families, reflects the commitment of all three agencies to learning more about deployment-related illnesses and sharing what we learn," said Dr. William Winkenwerder, Jr., assistant secretary of defense for health affairs.

The goal of Medsearch is to include information about all federally-funded research into the illnesses of Gulf War veterans in one centralized place.  The site will be updated frequently to ensure that it contains the most recent and complete information available. 
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