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Dr. Martin, Dean Dolan, Dr. Feussner, Dr. Aisen, Dr. Chirico-Post (network 1director), Mr. (Mike) Lawson (director, Boston VAMC); faculty of the Harvard Medical School, fellow VA employees, ladies and gentlemen.  Good afternoon, everyone.  Thank you all for coming today.  

Let me begin by thanking Dr. Jack Feussner, not only for that kind introduction, but for everything he has done for veterans, for the Department of Veterans Affairs and for medicine during his more than twenty-five year career with the Department of Veterans Affairs.  

Jack will be leaving our Department in the next few days to become the Chairman of Medicine at the Medical University of South Carolina.  For the past six years, he has served veterans in an exemplary fashion as VA’s Chief Research and Development Officer.  

From the day he arrived at headquarters, he dedicated himself to transforming an already great research program into an extraordinary one.

Jack’s brilliance, commitment, energy, focus and stature as a scientist have been invaluable to our department, to our nation’s veterans, and to the American people.  History will judge him as a leader who brought new energy, vision, and excitement to VA Research.

Jack, I know everyone here joins me in wishing you well as you seek and master new challenges.  We will miss you.

And I’d also like to thank Dean (Joseph) Martin, and the faculty and staff of Harvard Medical School for partnering with us in an agreement that will measurably improve the health and well-being of America’s veterans and all American citizens.  I look forward to a long and successful partnership between our two great institutions.

The history of the Department of Veterans Affairs’ research program is a history of discoveries that have benefited not only veterans, but all citizens of the world.

VA’s clinical, health services and rehabilitation research programs, and our research education program have improved health care for veterans and non-veterans alike.  Our research innovations—such as the cardiac pacemaker—have changed the lives of millions of people worldwide.

For many years, the Department of Veterans Affairs did not exercise ownership rights to the new technologies our researchers developed.  Others patented, marketed and licensed our inventions.

As a result, VA and the veterans we serve, lost much of the benefit of our researchers’ harvest.

Our department lost the opportunity to show America’s veterans and the general public the dividends they realized from the American people’s investment in VA research—and VA, in turn, lost the opportunity to gain the support of the American people for additional resources to make even greater breakthroughs on their behalf.

Our facilities and laboratories lost the opportunity to benefit financially from the discoveries they nurtured and brought to life;

And important VA discoveries that did not capture the interest of a profit-driven private industry were never offered to the general public, even though they may have been beneficial to veterans and others.

Today, the Department of Veterans Affairs takes credit for the work our researchers did in the past and will do in the future.

If that work results in financial gain, we use that gain on behalf of the veterans we serve.

And we are starting to put to productive use the fruit of work that was nurtured with funds entrusted to us for the benefit of the veterans we serve.  

Our new technology transfer program allows our department to take the lead in disseminating new discoveries and inventions made by VA researchers.  And we are doing so aggressively.

We have developed an inter-institutional agreement giving universities unimpeded access and authority to patent and market intellectual property on our behalf as well as theirs.  

This agreement reflects the historic partnership between VA and our nation’s finest schools of medicine, and ensures that our mutually beneficial affiliation continues in a way that enhances our ability to provide quality health care to veterans.

I am grateful that Harvard University has joined the thirty-eight other medical school affiliates that are moving forward with us in a partnership to probe the frontiers of scientific research in the 21st century.

But, as Yogi Berra once was accused of saying: “The Future is Now.”  And today, VA and Harvard are proud to announce a very significant “first” —the first product to be both invented in the VA, and brought to market by the VA’s own Technology Transfer program.  It is an innovation generated right here in Boston, by one of VA’s most distinguished cardiac surgeons, who is also a full professor at Harvard.

This invention, born in a Department of Veterans Affairs laboratory, wholly supported by the Department of Veterans Affairs, and soon to be licensed for production by the Department of Veterans Affairs, will make heart transplants for all Americans safer and easier to perform.    

Revenues from this ingenious invention will be shared by VAMC Boston research programs, and with Dr. Shukri Khuri (SHOOK-ree COO-ree) and his colleagues whose breakthrough will soon be found in emergency rooms throughout the world.  

Dr. Khuri is a man of many talents.  He is an internationally renowned cardiac surgeon; a valued full professor at Harvard University; the Chief of Cardiac Surgery at VA’s West Roxbury medical center; and, in his spare time—and Dr. Khuri, where do you find spare time?—he is also a craftsman and a tinkerer.

Dr. Khuri and his colleagues have invented a new way to transport hearts for transplantation purposes from the donor to the recipient.   Their box allows donor hearts to be transported at room temperature, instead of on ice.  This maximizes the amount of time donor hearts can be stored without being used, and minimizes the amount of deterioration that takes place when the heart is out of a body.  

Dr. Khuri’s box will allow surgeons to transplant healthier organs than ever before, leading to higher surgical success rates for these difficult, yet lifesaving procedures.  Someday, tens of thousands of people around the world will owe their lives to this magical box—and the revenues derived from it will lead to other research breakthroughs to help other men, women, and children.

Would Dr. Khuri and his colleagues who worked on this project please stand, so we can thank and recognize them for their work?

The great scientist Dr. Louis Pasteur once said: “Science is the highest personification of the nation because that nation will remain the first which carries the furthest the works of thought and intelligence.”   The technology transfer agreement we announce today, and others like it which have already been signed or are now being developed with other American medical schools, will help to insure that America will always remain what it is today—the greatest country in the world.

Thank you.

4

