STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 6006

PHYSICAL HAZARDS

PURPOSE:  To outline policy, responsibility and procedures for the physical hazards that are present in the SPD.

POLICY:  Due to the health risks associated with physical hazards within this section, it is essential to establish employee awareness and prevention of physical hazards in the work environment.

RESPONSIBILITY: The entire SPD Staff is responsible for reporting any unsafe acts or potential hazards.

PROCEDURE:

1.  All SPD Staff must follow all safety procedures in the performance of their assigned work duties.

2.  Proper body mechanics must be used when lifting, pulling, pushing and bending at all times during the performance of the employee’s work assignments.

3.  Ear protection should be worn if the noise level of the machinery is louder than that of a normal conversational level.

4.  Proper Respiratory/Face Personal Protective Equipment must be worn when vapors, mists or airborne particles may be encountered.

5.  Protective work shoes should be worn when the possibility of rolling or dropped objects may injury the staff member.

6.  Absolute attention must be evident when working with the mechanical equipment that is used in the department.

7.  The staff must be aware of the temperatures that the equipment reaches to be aware of the potential for burns.

8.  Attention and care must be evident when handling instruments that may cut or puncture the skin.

9.  Proper Personal Protective Equipment must be worn when the chance of encountering body fluids is possible.

10.  The Program Official must review annual assessments of the Physical Hazards within the department.

11.  Annual training of all staff, reviewing all of the safety hazards, is mandatory for a clear understanding of the hazards that are present. 

Reference:  VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational 

                      Requirements
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