
STANDARD OPERATION PROCEDURE - 3011
PACKAGE INTEGRITY
PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure to ensure integrity of packaging. 

POLICY:   Each time a package is handled, it should be inspected for visible damage.  This includes checking for soil, tears, holes, seal ruptures, and evidence of moisture (water spots).  If the package appears to have any visible signs of compromised integrity, it should be taken out of inventory and reprocessed.  

RESPONSIBILITY:  The SPD supervisor, SPD personnel and other healthcare providers that are handling sterile supplies used in patient care.

INFORMATION:  Keeping items sterile until use is the responsibility of everyone who comes in contact with the sterile packages.  It is therefore imperative that all personnel handling sterile items understand the concept of package integrity.  

PROCEDURE: 

1.  Although a shelf life is assigned to locally processed items, sterility is event related.  When handling and before dispensing, items should be checked to assure integrity of packaging and that it is still within its stated shelf life.  Items should be dispensed using the First In-First Out (FIFO) process.     

2.  Check for sterility process monitors.  The external process indicators provide visual proof that the product was exposed to a sterilant.

3.  Items that have breaks in package integrity or are questionable for any of the conditions listed above must not be dispensed or used for patient care.  Reusable items that are questionable should be removed and reprocessed.  Single patient use items should be returned to original equipment manufacturer for credit or discarded if credit cannot be obtained. 

Reference: VA Handbook 7176 – Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational 
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