STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 3006 

POWER EQUIPMENT TESTING

PURPOSE: To establish a standard operating procedure for testing of surgical power equipment prior to sterilization.

POLICY:   Power equipment will be tested prior to terminal sterilization and use in the surgical suite.

RESPONSIBILITY: All SPD Preparation/Case Cart/Decontamination technicians who clean and assemble surgical instrument sets and equipment for use during surgical procedures and OR personnel.

INFORMATION:  Surgical Power Equipment is utilized in numerous surgical procedures for opening chests, repairing bones, joints and dental/facial reconstruction.  Power equipment includes, but is not limited to: reamers, drills, saws, dental handpieces and electric dermatomes.  Power equipment can be pneumatic, electric or battery operated.  

PROCEDURE:   

1.  Immediately after use, power equipment is disassembled and gross contaminant must be wiped off at point of use prior to transport to the SPD decontamination area.

2.  For Pneumatic Power Equipment:  clean, inspect and disinfect per manufacturer’s instruction.  Never submerge power equipment.  Remove and replace any filters as indicated. 

3.  A nitrogen tank is located in a convenient area of the SPD decontamination room, and properly secured according to the facility safety procedures.  A battery pack is located in the same area to test any battery-operated equipment.

4.  Assure the equipment is assembled properly.  Attach the pneumatic hose to the adapter on the nitrogen tank.  Double check that the hose is attached properly to assure the safety of the operator.

5.  Lubricate the equipment, if indicated by the manufacturer.  Some power equipment is self-lubricating.

6.  If battery operated, place the battery into the designated battery attachment on the equipment and run for approximately 5 seconds.

7.  If electrically operated, plug the equipment into an outlet and test for 5 seconds to assure proper operation.

8.  If no problems are noted, the equipment will be sent to the Prep area.  Package and process through the terminal sterilization cycle as recommended by manufacturer.

9.  If the equipment does not function properly, note findings and send for repair per equipment repair procedures.  Record that the equipment is out of service and notify the users of any equipment problems. 

10.  Once equipment is returned from repairs, process through decontamination and retest prior to terminal sterilization.

11.  Record in an equipment repair log that this equipment has been repaired and has been placed back into service.

Reference:  Manufacturer’s Equipment Manual
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