STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE – 2015

PREPARING, CLEANING AND DISINFECTING AGENTS

PURPOSE:  To establish guidelines in properly preparing cleaning and disinfecting agents to ensure effectiveness of their intended use.

POLICY:  The employees must ensure that the appropriate chemical for cleaning or disinfecting is prepared according to the manufacturer’s recommendation.

PROCEDURE:

1. Personnel performing the cleaning process must be familiar with each instrument’s 

recommended cleaning procedure.  Only those chemicals approved for use on specific instruments should be used during the cleaning process.

2. Enzymatic instrument detergents are used as cleaning agents to loosen soil and reduce 

microbes on the instrument.  Both the removal and reduction of bioburden are critical steps in the cleaning process.

3. Cleaning agents may not be compatible with the disinfectant.  Enzymes in  cleaning 

agents are proteins and will react to neutralize some disinfectants.  Therefore, rinse thoroughly with distilled water before placing instruments into a disinfectant.

4. Always follow the manufacturer’s mixing direction on the label, too much or too little 

chemical will affect the effectiveness of either cleaning or disinfecting.

5. Chemical agents differ from one another in many ways such as their stability, 

effectiveness, toxicity, etc.  Call the manufacturer if you have questions and/or seek other expert advice if necessary.

6.   In case of spills, contact the safety department and/or refer to the product MSDS.

Reference:  Product Manufacturer
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