STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE - 2014 

PROPER RETRIEVAL OF SOILED EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure and provide guidelines for collection, handling, and transportation of soiled equipment and supplies.

POLICY:  Processing of soiled instruments and equipment must be centralized in SPD.  Personnel performing the retrieval function must practice standard precaution and must prevent cross-contamination.

RESPONSIBILITY:  SPD Personnel and Nursing Staff

PROCEDURE:

1.  Proper attire to prevent exposure to contaminants must be worn.

2.  Linen and trash must be separated from reusable medical devices at the point of use. 

3.  Gross contaminants such as large amount of blood, feces, urine, etc. must be removed at the point of use.

4.  Reusable devices that will be reprocessed in SPD will be collected and contained in a designated and approved leak proof container for transport to SPD decontamination area.  The container must prevent spillage during transportation to prevent cross-contaminating the hallways and walkways.  

5.  The cart used for transport must be appropriate and designated for handling contaminated items.  A closed cart will protect the environment and personnel during transport of the contaminated equipment.

6.  All effort must be made to facilitate transport of contaminated equipment to decontamination area as soon as possible to facilitate cleaning.  Prompt processing of items will likely decrease potential hazards associated with contamination.

Reference:  VA Handbook 7176, Supply, Processing & Distribution Operational Requirements
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