STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE  - 2008





WASHER/DECONTAMINATOR, OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 





PURPOSE: To establish a standard operating procedure for the use of washer/decontaminator.





POLICY: Washer/Decontaminator are used in the cleaning/disinfecting process for heat and moisture tolerant instruments in the hospital decontamination area.





RESPONSIBILITY: All SPD personnel or staff engaged in decontamination type activities.





INFORMATION: Washer/Decontaminators are effective devices for eliminating bioburden on surgical instruments. A washer/decontaminator cycle is 180-240 degrees F. for 30-45 minutes, depending on the manufacturer.  They are not designed to eliminate bioburden, therefore, it is not recommended that instruments be passed directly from the washer/decontaminator to the preparation room.  Once items come out of the washer decontaminator, they must be passed thru a sterilizer cycle, 3-4 minutes with 1 minute drying time.





PROCEDURE:   





1.  Instruments are removed, inspected, and sorted according to the cleaning need upon return from the using area.





2.  Items that will tolerate heat and immersion will be cleaned using the following process:


Step 1 - Instruments are opened and placed in the ultrasonic cleaner.


Step 2 – Upon completion, instruments are placed in the washer/decontaminator for recommended cleaning cycle. 


Step 3 – Instruments are then subjected to a sterilization cycle.


Step 3 – Instruments are removed on the Preparation side for inspection and assembly.





3.  Items requiring manual cleaning (those instruments that cannot be cleaned by immersion and agitation, items with lumens, pockets, rubber or plastic, delicate instruments without special containers, and items that cannot be immersed) must not be placed in the washer/decontaminator.





4.  As with other sterilization devices, charts or graphs are monitored to assure that cycle parameters are met. 





5.  A schedule is followed for enzymatic cleaner replenishment and basic maintenance of the washer/decontaminator. 





Reference:  Manufacturer’s User Manual
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