
STANDARD OPERATION PROCEDURE – 1006


PATIENT CARE EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE
PURPOSE:  To establish a standard operating procedure for maintenance of equipment that is used for patient care.

POLICY:  All patient care equipment must be dependable and operating properly when needed.  In addition, the equipment must be properly decontaminated between patient use.

RESPONSIBILITY:  SPD Supervisor and SPD Staffs 

INFORMATION:  Anyone who operates, transports, handles or cleans equipment, plays an important role in equipment maintenance.  It is therefore imperative that everyone who works with patient care equipment have a basic knowledge of the purpose and function of such equipment.  A good maintenance program should include training in operating such equipment.  It is also important that those handling the equipment know the procedure for reporting defective equipment. 

PROCEDURE: 

1.  Technically, the equipment maintenance is a responsibility of specially trained personnel such as the Biomedical Engineering staff.  They will be responsible for safety and function checks, routine preventive maintenance, repairs and other maintenance required by the original equipment manufacturer.  

2.  It is the responsibility of the users to report equipment that is defective or not functioning properly.  This can be done by “tagging” the equipment and noting the exact problem/s.   Such equipment must be decontaminated in SPD prior to servicing.

3.  SPD personnel also play an important role in equipment maintenance.  These include checking for proper operation, cleaning, decontamination, and proper storage.   

4.  All pieces of used equipment must go through a detailed cleaning process.  During this process the equipment is checked for signs of damage such as frayed cords, cracked covers, broken switches, and missing parts.  Any equipment that appears damaged must be taken out of service and sent to Biomed for further inspection.

5.  After cleaning and decontamination, place equipment in appropriate size plastic bag or similar material to protect from environmental contaminants while in storage, include the date when it was processed and name of individual who processed the item.

6.  It is important that cleaning of the equipment is performed in the manner recommended by the equipment manufacturer.

Reference: VA Handbook 7176 – Supply, Processing and Distribution Operational 

Requirements

                   Equipment Manufacturer Operator’s Manual
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