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After much reflection and discussion with key stakeholders, we have decided to cancel the December QUERI National Meeting (QNM).  Given the financial constraints that all offices – especially the VISNs and our field-based investigators – are feeling in VHA this year, we believe we could not have held this meeting in good conscience.  We will be working with you and the QNM Planning Committee to achieve the same goals we envisioned for the National Meeting through the following mechanisms:

· Every attempt will be made to incorporate critical presentations and workshops into the HSR&D National Meeting to be held in February.  I will be in touch with those people whose work will be presented in the coming weeks.

· A number of workshops will be presented as satellite conferences or cyber seminars.  Our first one is already scheduled for December 16, from 2 until 3:30 pm ET, on "Care Coordination - Implementation and Evaluation Agenda".

· We will arrange a special update on QUERI for the National Leadership Board, at their meeting on December 1, and will invite selected individuals to make presentations.

· Our remaining limited travel funds will be used to fund specific meetings to align our implementation efforts with attention to sustainability and spread across our system.

I know you all share my disappointment about canceling this important event, but it will allow remaining resources to be deployed with attention to maximum effectiveness.  I remain very optimistic about QUERI's future and its ability to catalyze system change, and thank all of you for your commitment to this important task.
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