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Attachment A

Goals of Radioactive Contamination Control

A. The Goals of Contamination Control are to Prevent the Spread of Radioactive Materials from:

1. The patient.

· In most circumstances the victim will be the source of the contamination; however, in rescue and extrication, some contamination may have been transferred to others.

2. The rescue personnel.

3. The gurney and equipment used in patient care (stethoscope, BP cuff, etc.).

4. The ambulance.

B. This Contamination Can be Transferred to:

1. Care providers as they touch or move the patient to correct the medical problem.

2. The equipment used to assess the patient's condition and to treat the medical emergency.

3. The surrounding area (treatment gurney, floor, etc.)

4. In rare cases where dust or powders are present, the air could contain radioactive particles.

C. Techniques of Contamination Control:
1. Set up a controlled area large enough to hold the anticipated number of victims.

2. Prevent tracking of contaminants by covering floor areas and monitoring at exits of controlled areas.

3. Restrict access to the controlled area.

4. Monitoring anyone or anything leaving the controlled area.

5. Use strict isolation precautions, including protective clothing and double bagging.

6. Use a buffer zone or secondary control line for added security.

7. Control waste by using large, plastic-lined containers for clothing, linens, dressings, etc.

8. Control ventilation.

9. Change instruments, outer gloves, drapes, etc., when they become contaminated.

10. Use waterproof materials to limit the spread of contaminated liquids; for example, waterproof aperture drapes.

D. If Radioactive Contamination Is Discovered After Patient Has Been Admitted:
1. Continue attending to the patient's medical needs.

2. Secure entire area where victim and attending staff have been.

3. Do not allow anyone or anything to leave area until cleared by the Radiation Safety Officer.

4. Establish control lines, and prevent the spread of contamination.

5. Completely assess patient's radiological status.

6. Personnel should remove contaminated clothing before exiting area; they should be surveyed, shower, dress in clean clothing, and be re-surveyed before leaving area.
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