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Good morning. Thank you, Robin, for that very warm introduction.

It’s a great pleasure to share this morning with all of you as the National Foundation of Women Legislators, the Library of Congress, VA and the Disabled American Veterans honor the courageous men and women who 60 years ago, in an epic struggle, determined nothing less than the fate of Freedom. 
At stake were the very foundations of our Nation … the principles, ideals, and values we hold so dear … the precious legacy of Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, and Lincoln.

For the veterans for World War II, the National Foundation of Women Legislators Veterans’ History Project—“Heart to Heart”— offers a lasting legacy of humble witness to their world-changing achievements.  

The story of their generation … America’s beloved Greatest Generation … is written boldly across the pages of our country’s history.  Its chapters recount great deeds and tell of men and women who, in tumultuous times, acquitted themselves with ennobling honor through incredible   sacrifice … 

All the while holding fast to America’s bedrock values and quiet virtues.  Its passages recall standards of valor, perseverance, and devotion the likes of which the world had never seen … and which, perhaps, will never be bested.
Their stories are more than personal testaments of another time and another place … or affirmations of bravery, dignity, and honor—though all these they are.  
They tell of America’s deep and abiding heritage … an enduring tale of patriots, who for more than 225 years, have been willing to stand to the last man to defend American soil.  
Their stories speak to the essence of what it means to be an American.

Thanks to the efforts of the National Foundation of Women Legislators and others like it across the Nation, the chronicles of 16 million brothers- and sisters-in-arms will be told and retold.  
Their voices from the 20th century will resonate, strong and sure, down through the generations … across the centuries full with the force and passion of the present day.

 Almost two years ago, I accompanied President Bush to Normandy to commemorate Memorial Day in a place where so many Americans consecrated hard-won soil with their lives.  
The value of the Freedom we enjoy today is measured in the price they paid on June 6th, 1944 … a price paid with the coin of suffering and sacrifice on that day and all 1,350 days that preceded and followed it. 

I would like to leave you with the president’s words as we stood in the quiet of Normandy Cemetery—
“The day will come when no one is left who knew them, when no visitor to this cemetery can stand before a grave remembering a face and a voice.  The day will never come when America forgets them.  And our nation and the world will always remember what they did here, and what they gave here for the future of humanity.”

Thanks to the National Foundation of Women Legislators, our veterans’ stories … their heroism … their sacrifices … will be emblazoned on the pages of history for all the world to remember and cherish.     Thank you.
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